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Attending Veterinarians
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The attending veterinarian is essential to the success of regulated facilities. They
promote animal welfare through the provision of adequate veterinary care and by
overseeing the animal care and use program.

Facilities are required to ensure that their attending veterinarian has the authority to
direct the animal care and use program. This means attending veterinarians may
receive occasional calls from our inspectors either during or after an on-site
inspection to follow up on a facility's program of veterinary care. The information
you provide on behalf of your client will help us ensure the animals are receiving
adequate care in accordance with your guidance.

Who can be an attending veterinarian?
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The Attending Veterinarian's Authority



https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/eligibility
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/authority
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The Attending Veterinarian's Duties

L
Sl
<

-

Providing Adequate Veterinary Care

Important Conversations



https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/authority
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/duties
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/licensee-registrant-responsibilities
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/written-program
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/important-conversations
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Attending Veterinarian and USDA Inspections
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Will citations hurt my license?
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How To Contact USDA



https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/important-conversations
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/role-usda-inspection
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/citations
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/veterinary-care-new-rule
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/contact-usda

FOIA and Medical Records
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The Freedom of Information Al =

More Information

The Attending Veterinarian (485.21 KB) [Tech Note]

El Veterinario a Cargo (493.7 KB) [Tech Note]

What All Attending Veterinarians Need to Know (YouTube)

What All Attending Veterinarians Need to Know (PDF)

Antimicrobial Resistance: Role of Attending Veterinarians at Animal Facilities
(YouTube)

Antimicrobial Resistance: Role of Attending Veterinarians at Animal Facilities
(PDF) (2.34 MB)
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https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/contact-usda
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-welfare/attending-veterinarians/foia-medical-records
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs-ac-tech-note-attending-vet.508.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs-ac-tech-note-attending-vet-sp.508.pdf
https://youtu.be/jAtfrqHOehs
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_welfare/downloads/attending-veterinarian/presentation-what-all-avs-need-to-know.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaVX83AqCX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaVX83AqCX0
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/antimicrobial-resistance-webinar.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/antimicrobial-resistance-webinar.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/1249

