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Export Live Animals to Australia

Last Modified:

Electronic Signature and Digital Endorsement
ACCEPTED

For Accredited Veterinarians: Electronic signature ACCEPTED
For APHIS VMO: Digital endorsement ACCEPTED

USDA-accredited veterinarians can electronically issue health certificates and use
VEHCS (Veterinary Export Health Certification System) to submit them to USDA for
digital endorsement.

USDA can digitally endorse the health certificate and return it
electronically.

What This Means for You

Accredited Veterinarians: Use the links below to access or get help with VEHCS.
Learn more about how to issue export health certificates.

Animal Owners/Shippers: The endorsed health certificate can be printed out
directly from VEHCS and does not have to be mailed back to you. The printed,
endorsed health certificate must accompany the animal(s) during shipment or


https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/accredited-veterinarians

travel.

VEHCS Help | VEHCS Guide (7.58 MB) | VEHCS Login

Live Animal Export Country Requirements Select a Country - v

Requirements

View

Summary of Requirements

Australia’s import conditions for live animals are available on their
Biosecurity Import Conditions (BICON) website.

IMPORTANT: All animals for export must have their microchip(s) or official
identification read and correctly recorded on all documentation at every
examination, test, and treatment.

If an animal has more than one microchip, it is critical that both microchip
numbers are documented correctly.

Expand All

Equine

e Horses
o Health Certificates for Horses: Please visit Australia's BICON website to
view the health certificates. The health certificates for horses are also
available in the Veterinary Export Health Certification System (VEHCS).
Note: The health certificates for export of horses from the United
States to Australia were updated in September 2019 (a summary of
updates can be found here), December 2019 (Hong Kong was
reinstated as an approved country), and September 2020
(department name updated to the Australian Department of
Agriculture, Water and the Environment).
o Horses - Appendix B - Additional Certification to be Completed when the
Horse has Resided in the United States during the 60 days Immediately
before Export from an Approved Country to Australia (198.29 KB) -August



https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/vehcs
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/av-vehcs-tutorial-presentation.pdf
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/faces/signIn.jsf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/au-Updates%20to%20Health%20Certificates-Sept2019.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aus-eq-appendix-b-addtl-hc.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aus-eq-appendix-b-addtl-hc.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aus-eq-appendix-b-addtl-hc.pdf

2021
o Appendix B - Guidance Document (176.48 KB) -August 2021
Note: In addition to the export health certificate, Australia requires
an Appendix B certificate when the horse has been in the country of
export for less than 60 days:
For horses traveling from the United States to an approved country
and then to Australia (within the 60 days before export to Australia),
the above Appendix B must be issued by a USDA Accredited
Veterinarian and endorsed by APHIS.
For horses traveling from an approved country to the United States
and then to Australia (within the 60 days before export to Australia),
an Appendix B must be obtained from the country the horse resided
in before traveling to the United States.
Appendix B can be issued retroactively, if required.
e Equine - Semen
o Health Certificates for Equine Semen: Please visit Australia's BICON
website to view the health certificates.
Note: The health certificates for equine semen to Australia were
updated in April 2020 (change to requirements for EEE/WEE).
o Equine Semen Collection Center - Inspection Checklist (17.77 KB)-July
2009

Aquatic Animals

APHIS Registered Aquaculture Export Facility approval is required for freshwater
aquarium fish and marine aquarium fish.

Protocols available on Australia's BICON website for export from the United States to
Australia:

e Fish for Laboratory Use (Zebra Fish)
e Freshwater Aquarium Fish
o See import permit for inspection standards
o Click here to view the list of permitted live freshwater fish suitable for
import


https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aus-eq-appendix-b-gd_4.pdf
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/as_eq_se_ce_cklst.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/aquatic-resources
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0/ViewElement/Element/Index?elementPk=1253882&caseElementPk=1314004

o BICON contains additional health certification criteria and procedures for
gouramis, bettas, paradise fish, cichlids, poeciliids, and goldfish

e Marine Aquarium Fish
o See import permit and BICON for inspection standards
o Click here to view the list of permitted live marine fish suitable for import
Note: USDA, APHIS must endorse each page of the health certificate
and species list. (The species list can either be in the body of the
health certificate or a separate page on plain paper.)

Poultry

Note: Effective September 1, 2021, Australia is making several changes to the
wording of health certificates for hatching eggs. They do not reflect changes to the
import requirements; rather they clarify the wording of existing conditions for
consistency across different laboratories and exporting countries.

e Hatching Eggs
o Health Certificates for Hatching Eggs: Please visit Australia's BICON

website to view the health certificates. The health certificates for chicken

hatching eggs are also available in the Veterinary Export Health

Certification System (VEHCS).
Note: Approval for uplift - Consignments of hatching eggs require
provision of a pre-export compliance statement at least three
business days prior to uplift of the eggs, instead of a draft health
certificate. A copy of the laboratory reports that will accompany the
health certificate must be attached. The statement may be
completed and provided by the exporter, USDA accredited
veterinarian, or importer, and does not require endorsement by USDA
APHIS. Click here to view an example of the aforementioned
statement. The final endorsed health certificate with relevant
attachments is required at the time of export.

Cattle


https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0/ViewElement/Element/Index?elementPk=1253883&caseElementPk=1314003
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/faces/signIn.jsf
https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/faces/signIn.jsf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/aus-poul-he-import-fertile-eggs-noi-form.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/aus-poul-he-import-fertile-eggs-noi-form.pdf

Note: Please visit Australia's BICON website to view the health certificates for the
commodities listed below.

e Bovine - Semen
Note: Bovine semen collected after February 6, 2023, must utilize one of
the BICON listed testing options for bluetongue. Seasonal collection in a
USDA designated bluetongue low incidence state will not be endorsed.

e Bovine - Embryos - In Vivo Derived

e Bovine - Embryos - In Vitro Produced
Note: Protocol and forms for handling oocytes and IVF bovine embryos for
export to Australia

Sheep and Goats

Note: Please visit Australia's BICON website to view the health certificates for the
commodities listed below.

Sheep - Semen
Note: Ovine semen collected after February 6, 2023, must utilize one of
the BICON listed testing options for bluetongue. Collection in a bluetongue
virus free, or seasonally free, country or zone will not be endorsed.

Goat - Semen

Sheep - Embryos

Goat - Embryos

Other Animals

Note: Please visit Australia's BICON website to view the health certificates for the
commodities listed below.

e Camelids
o Note: Please contact your USDA Endorsement Office before proceeding.
e Canine - Semen



https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/australia-pro-oocytes-ivf-bov-emb.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/australia-pro-oocytes-ivf-bov-emb.pdf
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/endorsement-offices

o Note: Please click here (78.37 KB)to read important information
regarding testing for Brucella canis
Laboratory Animals and Germplasm
Zoo Animals
Giraffe - Semen
o Note: Giraffe semen collected after February 6, 2023, must utilize the
BICON listed recipient giraffe option for bluetongue. Seasonal collection in
a USDA designated bluetongue low incidence state will not be endorsed.
Elephant - Semen

Taking a Pet to Another Country?

Visit Pet Travel

If your species is not listed, the requirements for that species are not known.
Exporters who want to ship livestock or germplasm whose requirements are not
listed above should have the importer or buyer in the destination country apply for
an import permit at the appropriate ministry. This import permit will most likely
outline the specific requirements.

Need Help?

USDA-Accredited Veterinarians

Contact a USDA-accredited veterinarian for questions about your destination
country's entry requirements for animals (including any needed vaccinations, tests,
or treatments); issuance of health certificates; and status updates on certificate
endorsement

Find a USDA-Accredited Veterinarian

Live Animal Industry Team

APHIS Veterinary Services' Industry Team offers commodity-specific expertise for
live animal exports. Use the dropdown to contact us with questions about endorsing


https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/au-canine-semen-note.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/how-do-i-find-usda-accredited-veterinarian-complete-my-animals-health-certificate

export health certificates.

- Select a Commodity - v
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Related Resources

e Frequently Asked Questions About Live Animal Exports

e VEHCS Login

e National Veterinary Accreditation Program: Information for Veterinarians
e Role of the Accredited Veterinarian in International Animal Exports

Tips for Exporters and Accredited Veterinarians

Endorsement Services

e No in-person or drop-off services.

e For fastest processing, have your accredited veterinarian submit
certificates through VEHCS.

e Routine APHIS VEHCS processing services are staffed Monday through Friday
from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Central Time (CT), excluding Federal holidays. The
time listed in VEHCS reflects GMT.

e Paper certificates are discouraged but may be mailed to one of our two paper
endorsement offices (see addresses below).

Status Updates

Endorsement offices cannot confirm delivery or provide status updates. For
updates:

e Contact your accredited veterinarian (they can check VEHCS status).
e Use your mail tracking number.

Important Tips


https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/contact-us/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/faq
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/nvap/area-vet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S29z5r6mlrA
https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do?method=display&_gl=1*ed6tbi*_ga*MjEwNTMxNzU3Mi4xNjg0MTU1Nzg0*_ga_NRK0CEY9GC*MTY5MzU4Mjg4Ny4zMDkuMS4xNjkzNTg1MTU1LjAuMC4w
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do?method=display&_gl=1*ed6tbi*_ga*MjEwNTMxNzU3Mi4xNjg0MTU1Nzg0*_ga_NRK0CEY9GC*MTY5MzU4Mjg4Ny4zMDkuMS4xNjkzNTg1MTU1LjAuMC4w

e Ensure accuracy and submit documents as early as possible within the allowed
timeline of the destination country to avoid delays.
e Use overnight or Saturday delivery when mailing.

Mailing Addresses

USDA-APHIS

Attn: VETS

920 Main Campus Dr., Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27606

USDA-APHIS

Attn: VETS

10365 Old Placerville Rd., Suite 210
Sacramento, CA 95827
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