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Export Live Animals to Germany
Last Modified: 

Electronic Signature ACCEPTED; Original Ink
Endorsement REQUIRED

For Accredited Veterinarians: Electronic signature ACCEPTED

For APHIS VMO: Original ink endorsement REQUIRED

USDA-accredited veterinarians can electronically issue health certificates and use
VEHCS (Veterinary Export Health Certification System) to submit them to USDA for
endorsement.

USDA must ink-sign and emboss the health certificate.

What This Means for You

Accredited Veterinarians: Use the links below to access or get help with VEHCS.
Learn more about how to issue export health certificates.

Animal Owners/Shippers: You can arrange to have your health certificate
returned by mail (a prepaid, preaddressed return label must be provided during
certificate submission). The endorsed health certificate—ink-signed and
embossed—must accompany the animal(s) during shipment or travel.

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/accredited-veterinarians


VEHCS Help  |  VEHCS Guide (7.58 MB)  |  VEHCS Login

Live Animal Export Country Requirements

- Select a Country -   View Requirements- Select a Country -                                                                                                                                                                           ▾

Summary of Requirements
This country is a Member State of the European Union (EU). Bilingual health
certificates are available for some commodities/species (see below).  If the bilingual
certificate for that species or commodity is not listed below, please refer to the
English version on the EU IRegs webpage.  It is the responsibility of the exporter to
obtain a bilingual certificate if it is not listed below.

The European Union (EU) has updated all of their harmonized health certificates in
accordance with their Animal Health Law. The new export health certificates are
posted on the EU IRegs. Regularly check the EU IRegs for the most up-to-date
information regarding live animal exports to the EU.

It is the responsibility of the exporter to obtain a bilingual certificate if it is not
available on the relevant Member State IRegs page. If you need to create a bilingual
version of a harmonized EU certificate, please contact LAIE@usda.gov with your
request, and we will provide you the necessary documents.

Note: Some health certificates may have had non-relevant statements removed
(rather than lined out) as allowed in EU legislation, which is strictly to
simplify/shorten the documents.

Expand All 

Cattle

Bovine - Semen - Dispatched from Semen Collection Center

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/vehcs
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/av-vehcs-tutorial-presentation.pdf
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/export-live-animals-european-union
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/health/regulation_en
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/node/1430
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_e/ct_animal_european_union
mailto:LAIE@usda.gov


BOV-SEM-A-ENTRY (509.91 KB) - Health certificate for the entry into the Union
of semen of bovine animals collected, processed, and stored in accordance with
Regulation (EU) 2016/429 and Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692 after 20
April 2021, and dispatched from a semen collection centre where the semen
was collected – November 2025
BOV-SEM-B-ENTRY (848.4 KB)- MODEL ANIMAL HEALTH CERTIFICATE FOR THE
ENTRY INTO THE UNION OF CONSIGNMENTS OF STOCKS OF SEMEN OF BOVINE
ANIMALS COLLECTED, PROCESSED AND STORED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 88/407/EEC AS AMENDED BY COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
2003/43/EC, AFTER 31 DECEMBER 2004 AND BEFORE 21 APRIL 2021,
DISPATCHED AFTER 20 APRIL 2021 FROM THE SEMEN COLLECTION CENTRE
WHERE THE SEMEN WAS COLLECTED- 2025

Bovine – Embryos – Dispatched by Embryo Collection or Production Team

BOV-OOCYTES-EMB-A-ENTRY (Chapter 42)  (309.41 KB)- Health certificate for
the entry into the Union of oocytes and embryos of bovine animals collected or
produced, processed and stored in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/429
and Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692 after 20 April 2021, and dispatched by
an embryo collection or production team by which the oocytes or embryos were
collected or produced - August 2024

Bovine - Germinal Products (Semen/Embryos/Oocytes) - Dispatched from
Germinal Product Storage Center or Germinal Product Processing
Establishment

BOV-GP-STORAGE-ENTRY (847.7 KB) - MODEL ANIMAL HEALTH CERTIFICATE
FOR THE ENTRY INTO THE UNION OF CONSIGNMENTS OF GERMINAL PRODUCTS
LISTED BELOW, DISPATCHED AFTER 20 APRIL 2021 FROM THE GERMINAL
PRODUCT STORAGE CENTRE - 2025

semen of bovine animals collected, processed and stored in accordance
with Regulation (EU) 2016/429 and Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692
after 20 April 2021;
stocks of semen of bovine animals collected, processed and stored in
accordance with Council Directive 88/407/EEC, as amended by Council
Directive 2003/43/EC, before 21 April 2021 and after 31 December 2004;
stocks of semen of bovine animals collected, processed and stored before
1 January 2005 in accordance with Council Directive 88/407/EEC applying

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/germany-en-bov-sem-a-entry.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/german-bov-sem-b-entry.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/germany-en-bov-oocytes-emb-a-entry.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/germany-en-bov-gp-storage-entry.pdf


until 1 July 2004;
oocytes and embryos of bovine animals collected or produced, processed
and stored in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/429 and Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2020/692 after 20 April 2021;
stocks of in vivo derived embryos of bovine animals collected, processed
and stored in accordance with Directive 89/556/EEC before 21 April 2021;
stocks of in vitro produced embryos of bovine animals produced,
processed and stored in accordance with Directive 89/556/EEC before 21
April 2021, conceived using semen complying with requirements of
Council Directive 88/407/EEC;
stocks of in vitro produced embryos of bovine animals produced,
processed and stored in accordance with Directive 89/556/EEC before 21
April 2021, conceived using semen coming from semen collection or
storage centres approved by the competent authority of the exporting
country.

Equine

Note: All establishments of origin for live equines must be registered with USDA
APHIS. Please contact the relevant Veterinary Export Trade Services (VETS)
Endorsement Office to inquire how to register an establishment.

Poultry

Note: Due to detection of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in the United
States, the following model certificates for poultry may not be able to be endorsed:
HEP, DOC, POU-LT20, and HE-LT20. Contact the relevant Veterinary Export Trade
Services (VETS) Endorsement Office if there is any question about restrictions on a
specific shipment. Model SPF is not affected.

Hatching Eggs (HEP) (884.23 KB)- MODEL ANIMAL HEALTH/OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE
FOR THE ENTRY INTO THE UNION OF HATCHING EGGS OF POULTRY OTHER THAN
RATITES- 2025

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact/trade?filter=check+international+pet+travel+requirements+or+ask+about+endorsing+an+export+or+health+certificate+for+live+animals#comp-21256
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact/trade?filter=check+international+pet+travel+requirements+or+ask+about+endorsing+an+export+or+health+certificate+for+live+animals#comp-21256
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/contact/trade?filter=check%20international%20pet%20travel%20requirements%20or%20ask%20about%20endorsing%20an%20export%20or%20health%20certificate%20for%20live%20animals#comp-21256
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/contact/trade?filter=check%20international%20pet%20travel%20requirements%20or%20ask%20about%20endorsing%20an%20export%20or%20health%20certificate%20for%20live%20animals#comp-21256
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/germany-en-hep-hc.pdf


Other Animals

Zoo Deer - Health Certificate (69.82 KB) - June 2010

Taking a Pet to Another Country?

Visit Pet Travel

If your species is not listed, the requirements for that species are not known.
Exporters who want to ship livestock or germplasm whose requirements are not
listed above should have the importer or buyer in the destination country apply for
an import permit at the appropriate ministry. This import permit will most likely
outline the specific requirements.

Need Help?

USDA-Accredited Veterinarians

Contact a USDA-accredited veterinarian for questions about your destination
country's entry requirements for animals (including any needed vaccinations, tests,
or treatments); issuance of health certificates; and status updates on certificate
endorsement.

Find a USDA-Accredited Veterinarian

APHIS Endorsement Offices

APHIS Veterinary Export Trade Services (VETS) offers commodity-specific expertise
for exporting animals. Use the dropdown to contact us with questions about
endorsing health certificates. For quickest help, see tips for exporters and
accredited veterinarians.

- Select a Commodity -                                          ▾
Loading...

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ge-export-hc-zoo-deer-english_2.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export
https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do?method=display
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/working-aphis-endorsement-office#comp-34241
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/working-aphis-endorsement-office#comp-34241


All Contacts

Related Resources

Frequently Asked Questions About Live Animal Exports
VEHCS Login
National Veterinary Accreditation Program: Information for Veterinarians
Role of the Accredited Veterinarian in International Animal Exports
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https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/contact-us/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/faq
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/nvap/area-vet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S29z5r6mlrA
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/1438

