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Bringing Live Animals and
Germplasm into the United States
From Another Country (Import)
Last Modified: 

APHIS regulates the import of specific live animals and germplasm (semen, oocytes,
embryos, and cloning tissue) into the United States to prevent the spread of animal
diseases. These regulations apply to many species of animals, but not all. Read on to
learn how to bring live animals and their germplasm into the United States and the
species of animals APHIS regulates. 

If you're looking for information about traveling with a pet, visit Pet Travel.

Visit Pet Travel

Note: For import purposes, livestock (including cows, goats, potbellied pigs, and
other species), poultry (including chickens), and birds of prey (including falcons) are
not considered pets. Refer to the live animal requirements below to bring any
livestock, poultry, or commercial birds into the United States.

Import and Transit Requirements by Species for
Live Animals and Germplasm

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel


If the animal species or commodity you want to import is not listed below, it may not
fall under APHIS Veterinary Services (VS) regulations, and you may not need a VS
permit. However, you may still need a permit from another Federal agency like the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, or the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. It is the importer’s responsibility to comply
with the requirements of all regulatory agencies.

Aquatic Animals 

Birds and Poultry 

Columbiformes
Commercial Birds
Live Poultry
Poultry Hatching Eggs and Day-Old Poultry
Ratites and Hatching Eggs
Zoological Birds

Dogs 

"Non-Pet" Dogs (Commercial Sale or Adoption)

https://www.fws.gov/service/importing-and-exporting
https://www.fda.gov/industry/import-program-food-and-drug-administration-fda
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/fish-eggs-gametes
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/import-columbiformes-pigeons-doves-united-states
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/commercial-birds
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/live-poultry
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/hatching-eggs
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/ratites-eggs
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/zoological-birds
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/commercial-dog-import


Pet Dogs
Importing Nonregulated Germplasm for Breeding Purposes

Equines 

Ruminants 

Bison and Cattle
Camelids
Cervids
Goats and Sheep
Water Buffalo and Yaks

Swine 

Other Animals 

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/dog-germplasm
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/equine
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/cattle-bison-germplasm
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/camelids
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/cervids
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/sheep-goats-germplasm
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/water-buffalo-yak
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/swine-germplasm


Elephants, Rhinos, Hippos, and Tapirs
Hedgehogs and Tenrecs

Resources for Importers
Guidance for Importing or Transiting Live Animals 

Find more information about importing or transiting live animal or germplasm
shipments.

Animal Import Permits 

Find resources on how to apply import permits, track applications, apply for
renewals and amendments, and receive a copy of a permit.

Animal Health Status of Regions 

APHIS restricts entry of some animals due to animal health status of the exporting or
transit country. Find information about APHIS-recognized animal health statuses of
foreign regions for specific animal diseases, pests, or acceptable commodities before
importing into the United States. 

Animal Import Centers 

View information about APHIS' animal import centers, including photo galleries of
our facilities and how to contact us.

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/elephants-rhinos-hippos-tapirs
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/hedgehogs-tenrecs
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/guidance-importing-or-transiting-live-animals
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/animal-product-import/animal-health-permits
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/regionalization-evaluation-services/region-health-status
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/animal-import-centers


Need Help?

Live Animal Import Permit Team

Contact APHIS' Live Animal Import Permit team if you have questions before you
apply for a permit.

For questions about import permits or permit applications:

Live Animal Import Permit Team

Email:  laipermits@usda.gov

Phone: 301-851-3300

APHIS Port Services

For questions about import inspections at a port of entry, quarantine of animals
arriving from a foreign country, or requesting approval as a private animal import
quarantine facility, contact APHIS Port Services.

- Select a State -                                                             ▾
Loading...

Live Animal Import and Export

Contact APHIS' Live Animal Import and Export team for questions about current
trade restrictions, or other questions not related to permits.

For general questions related to the import of a live animal:

Live Animal Import and Export

Email:  laie@usda.gov

Phone: 301-851-3300

mailto:laipermits@usda.gov
tel:301-851-3300
mailto:laie@usda.gov
tel:301-851-3300


All Contacts
Print

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/contact-us/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/1539

