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VS Guidance and Other Documents
for Avian Importation
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This page offers APHIS Veterinary Services guidance and other documents for avian
importation.

Notices
Recognition of Live Bird Markets Agreement (153.55 KB) 
Salmonella Policy for Poultry and Hatching Eggs From Canada (149.1 KB)

Disease Status of a Country

Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) and Newcastle disease (virulent) (NDV) are
the two viral diseases that require quarantine upon U.S. arrival or may prohibit entry
into the United States. Importers should view the current disease status of the
country of interest before applying for an import or transit permit.

Veterinary Services Documents
Approval and Oversight of Privately Owned Avian Import Quarantine Facilities in
the United States (218.64 KB) (VSG 13401.2)

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/canada-testing-agreement-notice.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/notice-avian-salmonella-policy-canada.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/regionalization-evaluation-services/region-health-status
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/regionalization-evaluation-services/region-health-status
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13401.2-approval-private-avian-quar-us.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13401.2-approval-private-avian-quar-us.pdf


Cleaning and Disinfecting Avian Quarantine Facilities Following Outbreaks of
Newcastle Disease, Avian Influenza, or Other Communicable Avian Diseases
(270.3 KB) (VSG 13403.2)
Approval and Oversight of Privately Owned Quarantine Facilities for the Import
of Non-Commercial Birds into the United States (397.75 KB) (VSG 13418.1)
Approval and Oversight of Privately Owned Zoological Quarantine Facilities for
the Import of Zoo Birds/Zoo Poultry into the United States (448.8 KB) (VSG
13420.1)

Transit

Transit Shipments of Live Animal Commodities (352.31 KB) (VSG 13404.1)

Additional General Information

Disease Testing and Sampling Requirements for Live Avians and Imported
Hatching Eggs of Avians During Import Quarantine (194.62 KB) (VSG 13410.2)
Procedures for Handling Pet and Performing Bird Importations (190.38 KB)
(Excluding Ratites and Hatching Eggs of Ratites) (VSG 13417.2)

Import Protocols

Zoological Birds

Import Protocol for Zoo Avians Imported to an APHIS-Approved Zoo (129.24 KB)
Protocol for Importing Condors From Mexico to the San Diego Zoo Safari Park
(177.8 KB) (2019)

Poultry

Protocol for Importing Wild Sharp Tailed Grouse From Canada, Using the
Oroville U.S. Port of Entry—Special Import Requirements (148.97 KB)

Raptors

Import Protocol for Raptors From Canada by Land (ver Nov 2025)  (165.24 KB)

Ratites

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13403-cleaning-disinfecting-outbreaks.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13403-cleaning-disinfecting-outbreaks.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13418.1-private-quar-facilities.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13418.1-private-quar-facilities.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13420.1-private-owned-zoo-quar-facilities.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13420.1-private-owned-zoo-quar-facilities.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13404.1-ship-live-animals.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13410.2-disease-testing-quar-livebirds.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13410.2-disease-testing-quar-livebirds.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vsg13417.2-handling-pet-performing-birds.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/protocol-zoo-avians-to-zoo.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/protocol-condors-frm-mexico-sandiego-zoo_6.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/protocol-sharptailed-grouse-canada-oroville.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/protocol-sharptailed-grouse-canada-oroville.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/protocol-raptors-canada-land.pdf


Protocol for the Import of Ratites From Canada for Immediate Slaughter (215.78
KB)

Print

https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/protocol-ratites-frm-canada-immed-slaughter_6.pdf
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/3389

